MONDAY 30-JUNE, 1975 _ 

S.M.'s Tern Ending 

TOMMOROW IS EXPECTED to be 
Mr. Paul Startin-Field’s last day of 
presiding over the Norfolk Island 
Court of Petty Sessions before his 
term expires on Friday. 

At the end of last week no 
announcement had been made 
concerning the appointment of a 
new Stipendary Magistrate. 

According to the Official 
Secretary there is no provision in 
Norfolk law providing for the 
automatic filling of the Magistrate’s 
bench*during temporary vacancies. 
Administration of the court was 
separated from the Administration’s 
functions some years ago. 

After this week the court will 
not be able to sit until a new 
Magistrate has been appointed. 

Bill Wiseman Joins News 



. 

THE NEWS'S need for more 

interested and competent people 
to help cover accurately what’s 
happening on Norfolk has 
resulted in the appointment of 
Bill Wiseman Jim. as Editorial 
Associate. 

Bill will help cover meetings, 
ask about the stories behind 
the stories, aid in layout and 
mechanical details of the News, 
and otherwise expand our 
ability to produce a factual 
and thought provoking 
newspaper each week. 

Bill’s family have lived on 
Norfolk for some years. 
Meanwhile he has been working 
for Sunday newspapers in London, 
done a wide range of reporting 
(including the whole spectrum 
from police rounds to Canberra 
political writing) for the 
Melbourne ’’Age”, and been 
editor of the Ringwood and 
Croydon Mail, a prize-winning 
weekly with 20, 000 circulation. 


NORFOLK MAP, WEEKLY 
TOURIST GUIDE - - 

SEE CENTRE LIFT-OUT 


Pho ne Cost Up Tomor row 
Pri vate ^55,Shops 32 

Tucked away at the end of dusty 
Company notices in Thursday’s 
Government Gazette, there was 
bad news fof people with phones. 

Starting tomorrow, a private 
phone will rent for $55 a year, 
business phones rise to $132 a year, 
and a selection of accessories and 
other services also* go up. 

The Administrator says the rises 
were a simple necessity to keep the 
telephone service in the black. 

’’All such services have to be paid 
for by the people who make use 
of them, ” he said. 

He added that when a forthcoming 
new batch of telephones is installed, 
the service should be operating (at 
least for the time being) at a 
minimal profit. 



IN THIS ISSUE the News begins 
publishing selected documents 
' concerning Norfolk Island’s 
history. 

They are from a collection held 
by Greg Quintal. 

They will be read and saved by 
families on the Islam and overseas 
who care about Norfolk’s early 
days. Hopefully they may help 
bring to light other recollections 
and other documents that could aid 
the Royal Commission’s inquiries. 

To make certain of your copy of 
the News, have one reserved at 
your local News dealer. 


PRICE FIFTEEN CENTS 

FIVE GROUPS WORKING TO 
AGREE ON ISLAND FUTURE 

IS SO ME UNITY PO SSIBLE? 

Public Meeting Wed. 
Night will be th e test 

A COMBINED meeting of as many 
as five principal Island organisations 
— with more welcome -- will be 
held Wednesday night at the 
school to see if common ground 
can be found for a unified sub¬ 
mission to the Royal Commission* 

During the past week leaders of 
the Norfolk.Island action group, the 
Chamber of Commerce, the Citizens 
Association, the Accommodation 
Proprietors Association and the Flora 
and Fauna Society have been meeting, 
trying to mesh their organisations’ 
views into one simple document. 

The advantages and strengththat 
would come from a unified approach 
are obvious. 

At this stage it appears that most 
if not all of the five groups involved 
want a large measure of self-govern¬ 
ment for Norfolk, without cutting 
cordial ties with Australia. 

It is not known where the first 
impetus for a united front came /. 
from. 

While the thought has been 
privately expressed by many 
residents, it was probably first 
voiced at a public meeting by 
Steve Nobbs of the Island action 
group. On June 17 he said to that 
. g*oup "We ought to try to find 
some way of ironing out our 
differences. There are always 
five or six groups, on anything. 

We ought to have one view, not 
six. 

"We ought to be able to reach one 
view, by give and take, so the 
Island could go united to the 
Commission. ” 

There have been inevitable 
difficulties in getting so many 
groups to collaborate. Each 
has its own leaders, its own 
purposes, its own obligations to 
members and its own committed 
positions on some issues. 

The unity movement has made 
(continued on next page) 


















FIONA* "I really only wanted a few little 
• baubles — perfume, jewels, cashmeres, 

and a really decent Hi-fi at last. 
Miltons had the lot..»now we’ve got 
it. What fun! The only thing Charles 
is worried about now is how we’ll get 
it all home...he*s thinking of 
starting his own shipping line..." 

“Once we go! 
the Plan, the 
great Miltons 
Duty-Free 
Caper was 
easy...” 

CHARLES "We knew there were some duty-free 
bargains that were a must for us at 
Norfolk — a watch and a camera for 
me. It turned out that Milters had 
an incredibly complete selection of 
brands so we did our comparing and 
buying on the spot.- The rest of the 
time was pure holiday. 





Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 



















How a Royal Coranission Operates— a Little 
Like a Court, but No One's Mad at Anyone 


Move for Unjty — 

(continued frorri Page 1) 

unexpected progress because it has 
avoided contentious issues'and 
tried to find at least some points 
on which there is a concensus of 
opinion. 

The movement has also been 
spurred by a growing feeling that 
Norfolk is facing a fork in the 
political road, with one last chance 
to work for self-government or be 
amalgamated into Australia. 

Executives of the co-operating 
groups are to meet Wednesday 
afternoon, and have invited 
executives of any other Island 
groups to join them. 

If the unity movement survives 
the afternoon session, the public 
meeting that night could well be a 
landmark in Norfolk’s political 
development. 


K*fisher Plans Arrive 

THE CONSORTIUM planning a 
new hotel on the Kingfisher site at 
Anson Bay has completed plans for 
the hotel, which reached Norfolk 
by air Friday. 

The group had been given until 
June 30 to put detailed architects 
drawings on the table, or lose 
their tentative Council approval 
to proceed with the development. 

While the plans had not been 
"officially presented*’ at the 
weekend, they were physically 
present on the Island comfortably 
before the deadline, and only 
protocol remained to be attended 
to for them to be formally 
received. 


New Chief of Police 

.SGT. PETER HARRIS, late of the 
A.C.T. police, has been named 
the new head of the Norfolk Island 
Police. 

He was to arrive*on Saturday’s 
plane from Australia, accompanied 
by his wife and children, to take 
up a two-year appointment. 

The family will live in the Kingston 
residence occupied until Saturday 
by Sgt. Greg Hinks, at 10 Quality 
Row. 

Sgt. Harrison will have two days 
of familiarisation from Greg 
before Greg leaves Wednesday. 

Constable Bill Stoll, also of the 
A.C.T. police, who was acting 
chief while Greg was in Australia 
for medical treatment, will also 
be available to offer Sgt. Harrison 
support until at least one of the two 
new constables arrives. 

A delayed farewell party for 
Greg was held at the Bowling Club 
Friday night. 


THE ROYAL Commission on 
Norfolk will be carried out in the 
ways that Sir John Nimmo, the 
Commissioner, thinks will lead to 
the soundest results. 

The Commission’s method of 
operating may change as he learns 
more about the situation. 

But it will probably be similar to 
other Royal Commissions, and to 
learn more about such enquiries the 
News talked with some of the men 
who will be involved. 

The Commissioner himself has the 
responsibility for seeing that well- 
rounded information is looked at, 
and for writing a report (and 
recommendations) after the hearings 
are over. 

He acts a little like a judge — 
listening as others present their 
beliefs and information, asking 
questions or requesting further 
information if he wants it, and 
finally forming individual 
decisions and opinions himself. 

The Commissioner and all others 
appointed to work as part of the 


request from Ma Adams 

Ma Adams has asked the News to 
publish the fact that her nephew 
was recently fined under the motor 
vehicle ordinance for speeding. 

In a report published elsewhere 
on the Island, he was incorrectly 
said to have been fined for 
stealing. 



"MAYBE THE ONLY NEWSPAPER IN 
THE WORLD WITHOUT A TELEPHONE" 
Published Monday morning at the News 
Office, Collins Head Road, P. O. Box 
94, Norfolk Island 2899 South Pacific. 
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Commission get their authority from 
Letters Patent issued by the Governor 
General of Australia, in keeping with 
both Australian and Norfolk laws that 
provide for Royal Commissions. Once 
the Letters Patent have been issued, 
the Commissioner is responsible for 
making the enquiry and reporting 
back; but until he has completed his 
work, he is a sort of law unto himself, 
and is not directed or supervised by 
anyone. 

By tradition, some aspects of the 
Royal Commission are modelled 
after the traditions of a court. 

There are barristers who handle the 
presenting of evidence and the 
questioning of witnesses. There is 
a "solicitor instructing the barrister, " 
whose job is to handle the out-of- 
court work -- talking with witnesses 
to help them get their 
presentations ready, seeing that 
there is a reasonably steady flow of 
witnesses available, and looking 
after many other supporting matters. 

The solicitor instructing the 
barrister does not necessarily sit in 
on the hearings every day; he is often 
busy in an office getting things 
ready for the next day, and the days 
after. 

The secretary of a Commission is 
the one responsible for setting up 
most of the arrangements and 
handling administrative matters. 

He has to find a place for the 
hearings to be held, see that 
suitable furniture is brought in, 
keep records of what is happening, 
and look after many other details. 

In an ordinary court hearing, all of 
these things are attended to by 
permanent staff. A Royal 
Commission needs to have all 
this machinery set up from 
scratch, and that’s the secretary's 
job. 

As in a court case, witnesses may 
be questioned by the barrister in 
order to draw out information for 
the Commissioner to consider. 
Witnesses may also be questioned 
by their own solicitor or barrister, 
in the hearings, if the witness 
wants such a person to help him 
get across points that seem 
particularly important to him. 

But while a Royal Commission 
is like a court in appearance, it 
is quite different in a basic way: 
there is no contest going on 
between two opposing sides. No 
one is being prosecuted or de¬ 
fended. The Commission’s 
barristers are not against anyone; 
they are simply trying to draw out 
all information that will help the 
Commissioner reach sound con¬ 
clusions. 

(Continued in next week v s News) 











NEW SHI PMENT NOW ON THE WAY-- 

NB 1500 


Cushioned seat .... 
comfort for all kinds of jobs 


Rotary blades . . . 
one of the very few tractors 
with heavy-duty rotary blades 


Hydraulic lever .... easy implement control with hydraulic lever 

r i 

8-gear transmission . . . 

6 forward, 2 reverse speeds, 

6 PTO shift, inside a totally 
enclosed water and 
dust proof gearbox 



Chassis . . . solid, 
robust and appealing 


Tires . . . High-lug anti-slip 
tires for wet fields 


17HP gasoline engine . . . 

fingertip starting 


On any farm there are jobs to be done for which a large tractor 
would be too clumsy and which garden tractor could not do at all. 
That's where the Hinomoto MB-1500 will excel, because its 17HP 
engine enables it to do both heavy and ligi.t duty works. 

But it is also compact and able to move and turn in confined areas 
thanks to its automatic side clutch, yet it is not just a gadget, like 
a small gardening tractor. The MB-1500 is a sound proposition to 
a farmer who needs an auxiliary tractor, but who does not invest in 
a large tractor. The MB-1500 is very suitable for mowing and tilling. 


Estimated Price This Shipment Will Be $2250 - - Terms Available 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprietor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 

P.O. BOX 220 • NORFOLK ISLAND • SOUTH PACIFIC • 2899 









"SELF-GOVERNMENT", SAYS 

THE NORFOLK ISLAND action 
group that Was started by members 
of old island families held its best- 
supported meeting so far at the Valley 
View last Tuesday. 

At the meeting chairman Steve 
Nobbs told about the group’s origins. 
"Richard Bataille called a meeting of 
the people to submit to Council their 
views as to more executive control 
on Norfolk. 

"At that meeting three submissions 
were put, none of them coming from 
islanders. I was there and I tell you 
what, I wasn’t too happy that no Nor¬ 
folk Islander spoke. 

"*A thought came into my mind, if 
we could get together and put our 
own submission, it might help. 

’’We’ve now become very involved.” 

Over 100 people attended the meet¬ 
ing Tuesday, slightly more than half 
being from non-Pitcairn families, 
invited to sit in now that the group 
has found its feet. 

Steve and Danny Lusk had approach¬ 
ed N.H. McIntyre to act as adviser 
to the group in preparing a submission 
for the Royal Commission. "We said 
we didn’t have much money, and 
what would be his charges?" Steve 
reported. 

In later discussions at the Tuesday 
meeting, Mr. McIntyre said he 
didn't contemplate making any charge, 
unless expenses became heavy — as 
they could, for example, in buying 
copies of the transcripts or other 
necessary material. 

As discussion began on specific 
points of the submission planned for 
the Commission, Val Nobbs spoke 
strongly on the island’s loyalties. 

”At the Anniversary Day gathering 
there were many different flags fly¬ 
ing, ’* she said. "In the past we have 
always had one flag, the Union Jack, 
and the national anthem. There was 
no Union Jack this year. I propose 
that we write a letter to Council and 
ask why this was not done, and flags 
of various nations were used instead. 

"Let the Union Jack and the nation¬ 
al anthem have priority, at all pub¬ 
lic meetings. ’’ 

As discussion focussed on the poss¬ 
ibility of independence for Norfolk 
— previously supported by the group 

Steve said "We can stand on our 
own feet." 

"We can’t do that, ” said Val Nobbs. 
"We used to be a crown colony, but 
they (Great Britain) have enough on 
their plate now, and they can’t take 
us back. ” 

"I believe we should seek Divine 
Guidance in what we are doing now," 
she added later. "We mucked things 
up with the petition a while ago. 

And before that, they gave us the 
local government we asked, but the 
Council voted in a block, and we 
turned it down. They think we’re 


ISLAND ACTION GROUP 

nitwits." 

Unclear or conflicting ideas about 
what "local government", "indepen¬ 
dence" and "self government" really 
meant brought lengthy discussion, at 
times heated. 

"How far do we go with Indepen¬ 
dence?" asked Archie Bigg. "Do we 
cut ourselves off?" The chairman 
replied that Norfolk would use the 
Australian dollar, and that visas would 
not be required to go back and forth 
from Australia. 

"Independence is a pretty strong 
term," said Cr. Bill Blueher. 

"Living here, we know how the 
money should be spent, better than 
others do, ” said Val Nobbs. 

"With independence you are com¬ 
pletely cut off, *' said Cr. Blueher. 
"Self government is what we should 
strive for." 

"Either we’re all part of Australia, 
or we’re all Norfolk Island, ” said 
Tom Lloyd. 

Peter Middleton said "I submit 
what we want is self-government, 
with the right to become independent 
in due course, when it becomes 
appropriate." 

Richard Bataille spoke cautioning 
the group. "The wording of what is 
being debated needs more defining, " 
he said. "It is too loose. Do we 
want self government or local govern¬ 
ment? I am more interested in local 
government than self government." 

The chairman asked Mr. McIntyre 
if he would try to define the differ¬ 
ences among the various terms being 
discussed. 

"I would have the view that local 
government is concerned with shire 
matters, " said Mr. McIntyre. ’’It 
is not concerned with education, 
or police, or judicial matters. It 
could include roads and an electricity 
undertaking. 

"Self government means the cap¬ 
acity to govern yourself completely-- 
to raise money, make laws. There 
could be some comparison with the 
situation in Australia, where New 
South Wales is a State, but is part 
of the Commonwealth. Self govern¬ 
ment in my view has some defined 
limits, and there are some powers 
that are higher -- like the Federation, 
in Australia, for example. 

"Independence in my view would 
be self government without any para¬ 
mount authority over you. You would 
be completely free to make your own 
laws on all matters; to wheel and 
deal with other countries. The re¬ 
sponsibility would be on the people to 
control their own destiny." 

Mr. McIntyre went on to talk of 
Australia’s responsibilities to Papua 
New Guinea, assisting the people there 
to become responsible for their own 
affairs. He pointed out that Australia 


is a signatory to the United Nations 
covenant on human rights, which 
commits Australia to assisting non- 
self-governing territories to achieve 
self government and in time independ¬ 
ence. 

A motion that Norfolk should strive 
for self government, rather than in¬ 
dependence, was passed by a show-of- 
hands vote of about 16 to nine. Richard 
Bataille asked for a record of how many 
abstentions there were, but was not 
given a count. 

The meeting then went with despatch 
through a list of abbreviated items to 
be put to the Commission, based on 
the enquiry’s terms of reference. 

Voice assent was given to these points: 

— The interest of Norfolk Island 
residents is to be left to live their own 
life, without being over-governed. 

-- The historic rights of the Pitcairn¬ 
ers are to enjoy "this way of life," and 
to continue to enjoy it. 

-- Norfolk’s position as a Territory: 
"It may be legal, but we think better 
Norfolk be self governing, and not 
governed from Canberra." 

-- The economy: "Our ancestors 
and we worked hard, and live within 
our means. We have faith we will 
continue to do so. ” 

-- Social security: "We will look 
after our own to the best of our 
ability, and believe this is the best 
and happiest arrangement." 

-- Capacity to pay for social 
security: "We are completely 
opposed to paying tax or other imposts 
to Australia." 

-- Norfolk as a tax haven: The 
brief statement said that the refer¬ 
ence to Norfolk’s harming Australia 
wasn’t understood, that Norfolk 
(like other countries) had prospered 
from companies, and that both Nor¬ 
folk and Australia had lost benefits 
since they were discouraged. 

-- Immigration: "To be settled by 
the Norfolk Island House of Assembly, 
they to be elected by permanent 
residents. ” 

-- Communications: The group 
took this to mean verbal, not trans¬ 
port, communications, and said 
"communications should come to us 
in a form we readily understand, 
and our own language should not be 
suppressed. ’’ 

-- Legal and judiciary: "Norfolk 
will provide adequate police and 
judiciary, with the co-operation of 
Australia. ” 

The meeting nominated 15 members 
to be available to help Mr. McIntyre 
and to be possible candidates as wit¬ 
nesses before the Commission. They 
are Goldie Buffett, Jack Quintal, 

Elva Yager, Tom Lloyd, Steve 
Menzies, Greg Quintal, Dale Christian, 
Steve Nobbs, Roy Nobbs, Helen 
Lindsay, Leo McCoy, Don Adams, Dan 
Lusk, Alice Buffett and Grannie 
Quintal. 


EMISSION 

INTO MATTERS 
RELATED TO 

NORFOLKSSLAND 


The Australian Government has recently set' up a 
Commission to make an inquiry into matters*relating 
to Norfolk Island. The Royal Commissioner appointed 
to this inquiry is The Honourable Sir John Angus 
Nimmo, C.B.E., Q.St.J., Q.C., a Justice of the Aus¬ 
tralian Industrial Court. 

Terms of Reference 

The full terms of reference of the Commission are 
set out below. 

Submissions 

Persons, organisations or bodies wishing to place 
evidence before the Commission are invited to make 
a detailed written Submission not later than 31 July 
1975. The Commission wishes to be advised by 
30 June 1975 of the intention of any person, organisa¬ 
tion or body to make a Submission and, where prac¬ 
ticable, of the particular aspect of the terms of 
reference the Submission will cover. 

Persons making submissions should indicate:— 

(a) whether they wish to appear to give oral evidence 
in support of or additional to their written sub¬ 
missions; and 

(b) whether they wish to appear in person or be 

represented by counsel. 

Neither the Commissioner nor the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment will accept responsibility for any expense 
incurred by a person in making a submission to or 
appearing before the Commission. 

Persons appearing before the Commission may be 
requ.red to give evidence on oath or affirmation. If he 
considers it in the public interest to do so, the Com¬ 
missioner may direct any part of the proceedings of 
the Inquiry to be heard in private. 
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Public Hearings 

It is intended that at public hearings those Sub¬ 
missions which are treated as public will be read by 
their authors before the Commissioner so public 
examination and cross examination of their contents 
may be made by interested parties. 

For this purpose the dates and places of the public 
hearings will be announced from time to time. It is 
likely that such hearings will be conducted at Norfolk 
Island, Brisbane, Melbourne, Sydney and Canberra 
and such other locations as may seem desirable for 
the convenience of those wishing to tender evidence. 

Terms of Reference 

To make inquiry into and to report and make recom¬ 
mendations oh: 

1. The future status of Norfolk Island and Its con¬ 
stitutional relationship to Australia; 

and 

2. The most appropriate form of administration for 
Norfolk Island if Its constitutional position were 
changed. 

The inquiry and recommendations are to extend to 
and take into account:— 

(a) the interests of Norfolk Island residents; 

(b) the historical rights of the descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers, arising from their Settlement in 
1856; 

(c) Norfolk Island’s legal position as a Territory of 
Australia; 

(d) the present and probable development of the 
economy of Norfolk Island; 

(e) whether Social Security, health, educational, 
compensation and other benefits should be pro¬ 
vided at levels similar to those which other 
Australian citizens enjoy; 

(f) the capacity and willingness of the Island to pay 
through taxation or other Imposts for the pro¬ 
vision of those benefits; 

(g) the extent to which Norfolk Island has been and 
is now being used to provide a base for activities 
(e.g. f income tax, gift duty and death duty avoid¬ 
ance or evasion) which are harmful to the 
interests of Australia or of other countries; 

(h) conditions for permanent entry into the Island 
community; 

(i) the need for adequate communications between 
the Island and Australia, and the rest of the 
world; and 

(J)the need for adequate law enforcement and 
Judicial machinery. 


ADVICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that Public hearings on these 
matters will commence at 
10 a.m. on July 7th, 1975. 

This first hearing will be held 
on Norfolk Island in the 
Museum Building, Admini¬ 
stration Headquarters, Quality 
Row, Kingston. 

The Commission will re¬ 
ceive evidence during the 
following periods:- 

Monday to Friday inclusive 
10 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. and 
from 2.15 p.m. to 4.15 p. m. 

This initial hearing will 
conclude on Friday, 25th 
July at 4.15 p. m. Hearings 
will be resumed on the 
Island on August 4th at 10 
a.m. for a further period of 
three weeks and on further 
occasions to be advised later. 

All Communications and 
Submissions should be 
addressed to The Secretary, 
Royal Commission Into 
Matters Relating to 
Norfolk Island. In 
Canberra his address is 
P. O. Box 232, Civic 
Square, A.C. T. 2608. On 
Norfolk Island, communi¬ 
cations may be addressed 
to the Commission at Kingston. 


HcLUNCrt AT THE SOUTH PACIFIC TODAY - POOLSIDE OR INDOOR BAR-B-QUE AREA 




m 


enjoyable surroundings of Norfolk's premier hotel... 
Value exceptional. Hot or cold luncheon for only 11.50 




south pacific hotel/motel limited 




outh Paeifie 


telephone 2166 


Good things on the menu: sausages, hot dogs, Jumboburgers 
ham, beef, chicken or cheese salads; fresh-filled rolls 
and french fries; Scandinavian Open Sandwiches - seafood, 
poultry,beef or ham; fruit and cream; gateaux; coffee or tea 


Monday smorgasbord i - 9.30pm.Thursday barbeque 7 - 9 . 30 PM 














editorials 


AT THE NORFOLK Island action 
group's meeting last week the 
question of ''Communications” was 
discussed. Many in the group 
thought that communications had 
to do with communicating. 

They expressed the wish that 
"communications should come 
to us in a form we can readily 
understand.” 

Seasoned lawyers and 
politicians may assume this is a 
plea from uneducated people whose 
vocabularies are deficient. We 
would like to suggest, with 
respect, that they take a 
different view. 

We would like to suggest, with 
iespect.that lawyers and 
politicians tend to fall into 
specialised jargon that sounds 
profound, but often hides fuzzy 
thinking and unclear conceptions. 

We would like to suggest, with 
respect, that it takes real effort to 
get one's thoughts clear enough to 
speak simply. 

We would like to ask, with respect, 
that the fine men being sent to 
Norfolk to help with the Royal 
Commission make that kind of real 
effort. 

We do not want long sentences and 


elegant words just now. Vfe want 
clear, exact thinking. Our future 
is at stake. 

0 

FROM FATHER AND MOTHER to 
son and daughter, and to grand¬ 
daughter and grandson, a belief has 
been passed down for more than 
100 years. 

A belief that Norfolk Island was 
given to the Pitcairn families in 
exchange for Pitcairn itself. A 
belief that Queen Victoria 
intended that the Pitcairners should 
have, on Norfolk, the same rights 
and the same kind of life they had 
developed on their own. A belief 
that when some of those rights and 
some of that way of life were 
denied them, by the laws of the 
day, a great wrong was done. 

There are memories, handed 
through the generations, of 
promises made and believed, and 
of documents that once existed. 

In several formal examinations 
made since the removal, it 
has been decided that nothing 
illegal has been done to lessen the 
Pitcairners* rights. It has become 
usual for professional students of 
Norfolk history to say ”that question 


has been laid to rest. Old 
documents missing? Nothing but 
a dream.... 

But the belief perseveres after a 
hundred years. And there are 
documents that make it clear 
that the Pitcairners moved to 
Norfolk in the firm conviction 
that their rights were being 
preserved; documents that don't 
quite make sense unless one 
imagines that there truly was 
another document: one that can't 
be found now. 

Perhaps it is time to stop trying 
to prove, by legalistic means, that 
past actions by Australia or Great 
Britain were illegal. Perhaps it is 
time to reflect on quite a different 
question: if the Pitcairners moved 
here in the genuine belief that they 
took their rights along with them, 
was there not a contract, at least 
implied, in their acceptance of 
the move? 

The News is honoured to begin 
publishing some of the "Quintal 
Papers” in this issue. We do so 
hoping that they will help strike 
a responsive chord in the world's 
sense of fairness, which is very 
different in 1975 than it was in 
1875. 



"Y’KNOW, I RECKON THEY’RE FRIENDLY. WHY’NT WE TRY TO FIND SOMEBODY WHO 
UNDERSTANDS THEIR LANGUAGE, AND MAYBE WE CAN COMMUNICATE WITH 'EM. ” 










RADIO NORFOLK—JUNE 30 - JULY 6 v t . 2 - M 

frequency, 1570 KHZ* 

NEWS: Mon-Fri 7.30 World 8 Local; 8.30 World 8 
Local; 10. Local; 12. Local; 1. World 8 Local 


MONDAY 

7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 Palace of Varieties 
(Music Hall) 

10. 05 Short Story 

10.45 Morning Serial 
11.00 Morning Concert. 
11.30 Profile 
12.05 Big Band sound 

1.15 Close 
TUESDAY 

7. 00 Music (Yvon) 

9.15 Music Ronnie Aldrich 
10.05 Sports Magazine 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11.15 Brothers in Law 
(Comedy) 

12. 05 Outback Adventures 

1.15 Methodist 

1.45 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9.15 ABC Scope 
10.05 My Word (Panel 

Game) 

10.45 Hospital Program 


12.05 InternatT toundup 

I. 15 Close 
THURSDAY 

7. 00 Music (Toon) 

9. 00 Music (Kathy) 

9.30 Magazine of Arts 

10. 05 Frankie Howard 

(Comedy) 

II. 00 Request Program 

1.15 7th Day Adventist 

I. 45 Close 
FRIDAY 

7. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

9.15 Dr. F’s Casebook 

10. 05 World of Books 
10.20 Bookworm 

10..45 Morning Serial 

II. 00 Morning Concert 

11. 30 Insight (Talk) 

1.15 Church of England 

I. 45 Close 
SATURDAY 

II. 00 Music (Sylvia) 

12. 00 Local News 


12.05 Top of the Pops 
LOO World News 

1.15 Request Program 
2. 00 Steptoe & Son 

(Comedy) 

2.30 A. B.C. Sporting 
Service 

SUNDAY 

4.00 Folk & Country music 
(Sylvia) 

4.45 Top Pops (Repeat) 

5. 30 World News (ABC) 

6. 00 The Glums 

(Comedy) 

6.45 Children's story 
7.00 Magician’s Nephew 

(Ivan reads children’s 
story) 

7.15 Singers of Renown 
8. 00 China. (11) 

8.30 Edith Piaf (story of 
French singer) Pt. 2 
of 2 parts 

9.15 Music Bach 

10.15 C lose 


On Thursdays and 
Sundays by late 
afternoon we 
normally have 



Our object is to carry 
Norfolk Island’s most 
comprehensive r a nge of 
stationery items for home, 
office, club, school, gift 
and personal use. 

We have direct contact 
wit It top-line suppliers 
abroad, and if we don’t 
have what you need we’re 
happy to get it, as • 
promptly as possible. 

SCHOOL BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
NEWSPAPERS + MAGAZINES 
+ PAPERBACKS + GREETING 
CARDS + GIFT WRAPPINGS 
+ PAINTS. BRUSHES, CAN¬ 
VAS, BOARDS AND OTHER 
ART SUPPLIES + PERSONAL 
AND GIFT STATIONERY + 
ACCOUNTING FORMS AND 
SYSTEMS 

NORFOLK 

ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

AT THE MILK BAR 
Ferny Lane 


MUSIC IN LUNPON 

by Michael Moran 

The weather in London the past 
week has been simply superb with 
beautiful sunshine and temperatures 
in the eighties. My Norfolk Pine 
is flourishing in the drawing-room 
(Yes, I really do have one under 
which I occasionally lie, looking 
up through the branches at the 
cracks in the sky - er - ceiling, 
reminiscing over pleasures of the 
mind’s affections I once knew), 
’’Take advantage of late Spring 
i and go to the country; immerse 

yourself in the new growth." he 
said. But under what musical 
pretext could I justify leaving my 
instrument for a day? Visit the 
harpsichord builder. 

The purchase of a modern 
harpsichord is fraught with traps 
and scorpions. The great 
survival of early music in our 
century, fathered in part by 
Arnold Dolmetsch, led to a 
proliferation of builders that 
attempted to impose 19th and 
20th century piano building 
techniques on the harpsichord. 

They hoped that heavier con¬ 
struction (even metal plates 
for strength) and thicker stringing 
would improve the carrying 
power and quality of the tone. 

Some were fitted with numerous 
pedals to alter the registration, 

16 ft. stops to "deepen” the tone 


and a characteristically heavier 
touch. Apes of the Piano God 
in fact. 

Such modifications were un- 
known on historical instruments 
with rare exceptions (the German 
builder Hass in the I8th century). 
The exquisite musical vignettes 
of Louis and Francois Couperin 
(17th and 18th century French 
composers - uncle and nephew 
respectively) were not intended 
for constant "pedal-pumping” 
changes of registration within a 
single piece, but as suites of 
contrasted pieces. The contrast 
was achieved with hand stops, 
the time taken for this undoubtedly 
broadly based and "avec la bonne- 
grace” in the manner of that time 
when the power of suggestion and 
the strength of subtle inflection 
within a miniature framework was 
adored. The style of playing was 
always to be directed by 
”le bon-gout” of the day. 

The whole body of the historical 
instrument would resonate like a 
living organism, not merely the 
soundboard as in some modern 
instruments. The long, low 
tension, thin gauge strings (a 
good 7 feet) were full of over¬ 
tones and partials when plucked, 
wonderfully evocative of 
orchestral mixtures with great 
carrying power. The Skowroneck 
harpsichord mentioned a couple 
of weeks back will give you a 
fine indication. The five or six 
sets of strings on some modern 
instruments were entirely unknown. 
















I LIFT - OUT 
i TQURGUIDE 
|for visitors 


LATEST MAP I 
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JVQMFBLK TOURIST jmWS 


A LIFT-OUT SUPPLEMENT TO HELP VISITORS ENJOY THEIR STAY ON NORFOLK 


Hany Duty-Free Shops 
Open on the Weekend 

Mostly, Burnt Pine shops are open 
from Sam to 12.30, and from 2pm to 
5.30. Mostly they close Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons. The 
larger stores tend to be open more hours 
and are more likely to be open Sunday 
mornings. One of the pleasant things 
about running a small shop on Norfolk 
is that you can weigh very light store 
traffic against very beautiful weather 
outside, say ’’this is crazy, " shut the 
doors again, and go to the beach or 
work in the garden. Don't be upset if 
someone is closed -- envy them. 

Places offering a bite to eat (sand¬ 
wiches, take-away meals, fish and 
chips etc.) have varying hours, and 
if you find one you like make a note 
of its hours so you won't be disappoint¬ 
ed another day. 

The Milk Bar (really a general store) 
and Burns Philp’s store at Middlegate 
are both open long hours, every day, 
and provide a real service to visitors 
and residents alike. 

Post Office Ready to 
Help; and 10 Postage! 

Norfolk may be the last place in the 
world where you can mail a local 
letter for 1c. There are collection box¬ 
es at several places around the island, 
but there is no mail delivery; everyone 
picks up his mail frc-. the Post Office 
in Burnt Pine. 

It opens at 8.54am, closes for lunch 
from 12.30 to 1.15pm, and is open un¬ 
til 5pm --on weekdays only. 

Postmaster Foxy McCoy and Edie 
Christian, Lorraine Conaghan and 
Peter Evans actually work longer hours 
than that. Mail is sorted right after 
its arrival by air every day but Sunday. 
People with postal emergencies have 
been known to communicate with the 
P. O. staff after hours by calling through 
the mail slots, so if you see someone 
talking to a slot some evening don’t be 
unnerved. 

Sydney closing times are Sunday at 
12.30pm, Wednesday and Saturday at 
11.30am. Auckland: 12.30pm Sunday, 
4.00pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
for despatch the following day. 

Back issues of Norfolk's unique 
stamps aren't sold by the Post Office. 

If you want them (and many people 


do, for they are nice to have and a 
good investment), go see Amy Bathie 
at DeCheyie’s Store across from the 
Milk Bar, 


This Week 

on Norfolk 

MONDAY 

: Housie, Leagues Club 
! Smorgasbord, South P. Hotel 
Film, Norfolk Hotel 

I - TUESDAY 
Film, Paradise Hotel 
; Film, Leagues Club 
; Darts, R. S. L. Club 
j WEDNESDAY 

i School sailing Emily Bay 1pm 
N. I. Council meeting 2pm 
Film, sm’bord, Valley View 
; N. I. Film, Paradise Hotel 
Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
■ THURSDAY 

Island dinner, Branka House 
Housie, Leagues Club 
Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
FRIDAY 

Open Night, Paradise Hotel 
Film, R. S. L. Club 
SATURDAY 

| Open Night, Norfolk Hotel 
| Barbeque, South Pac. Hotel 
| Housie, R. S. L, Club 
jj SUNDAY 

Film, sm'bord, Valley View 
Pitcairn hymns 7.30 
Methodist Church 


Good Phone and Cable 
Links, But Not 24Hrs 

International phone calls and tele¬ 
grams are handled by the Norfolk 
Branch of Australia’s Overseas Tele¬ 
communications Commission, 100 
yards or so up New Cascade Road from 
the main shopping thoroughfare. 

Christine Sheridan is the phone 
operator weekdays, Margaret Christ¬ 
ian in the evenings, and Jess Buffett 
on weekends. 

Overseas phones operate from 10am 


a complaint? a bouquet? 

There is a suggestion box at the Tourist 
Bureau; or write the News^ P. O. Box 94. 


to 8pm Monday through Friday; from 
10am to 6pm Saturdays; and from 10am 
to noon, and again from 3pm to 6pm 
on Sundays. 

Three minutes to Australia costs 
$3.75 ($1.25 for additional minutes). 

A minimum call to New Zealand is 
$4.68, plus $1.56 for each minute 
over three. Sometimes there can be 
a delay. The beginning and end of 
each day are the busiest times, and 
if you must get through then it can 
help to make a booking in advance. 

The telegraph office next door 
operates different hours; 9am to 6pm 
weekdays. 9am to 2.30pm Saturdays, 
and 9am to 2pm Sundays. John 
Brooksbank is manager. Chubby Gillan 
and Harry Nichols will sell you mess¬ 
ages at 5c a word to either Australia 
or New Zealand. If you send a week¬ 
end telegram to Australia you’ll need 
the phone number, because Australia 
doesn’t deliver telegrams on Saturday 
or Sunday. 

Telegrams are delivered on Norfolk 
by Merv .Buffett, a job requiring good 
motorbike handling, a genius for spott¬ 
ing people on the road. 



PA TON PLACE 
may be ‘out of town’ 
but when you get there 
you will find: 

Cloissone ware, Glen Cree mo¬ 
hair, Munrospun knitwear, Philip¬ 
pine shirts, cotton dresses and 
blouses and pleasing small gifts. 

Continue along Taylor’s Road 
towards Kingston and 150 yards 
past Queen Elizabeth Avenue you 
will find us. (opposite Nimpex) 


nnsr 

MHClUl-l 
10 VISIT- 
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PITCAIRN AND NORFOLK 
stamps, 1st Day Covers 


BACK ISSUES -- VARIETY OF SETS 
De Chesne's Store at Hospital Corner 


































We love music. 1 

If you love music as much as we do, 
you will ultimately want a SONY. 


NEW PORTABLE SIX-BAND RADIO 


Features BG bands—FM, MW, SW 4 , SW 2l SW 3 , SW 4 ■ Acute 
selectivity—3-gang variable tuning capacitor and ceramic filters 
in 5-stage IF amplifier for FM. Separate local oscillator circuit, 5- 
gang variable tuning capacitor, IFT and ceramic filters in 3-stage 
IF amplifier for AM B Power bandwidth switching circuit to greatly 
reduce cross modulation in SW and beat interference in MW B 
Efficient 130cm telescopic antenna for FM and SW, and ferrite bar 
antenna for MW B Powerful 2-watt power output (max.) with superb 
tone quality—adjustable to your favorite tone by continuously vari¬ 
able tone control B Easy and accurate station tuning due to fine 
tuning circuit, large flywheel and tuning/battery indicator, AFC 
switch B Automatic switching AC/DC operation: 4 "D" size batte¬ 
ries or ordinary household current power sources (with built-in 
AC power cord) B Power voltage stabilizing circuit for constantly 
stable operation even with fluctuation of power source voltage B 
A world time dial telis you the time throughout the world, fl An 
1C for great reliability and stability B Earphone jack and recording 
jack 




NEW PORTABLE STEREO RECORDER 

Features BTwo built-in uni-directional ECMs (Electret Con¬ 
denser Microphone) for superior stereo recording B Two built-in 
large speakers for a reproduction of dynamic stereo sound with 
wide, deep separation B Automatic full mode shut-off mechanism 
to turn off the power and the tape transport in all modes when the 
tape ends B SONY-O-MATIC recording level control for automatic 
adjustment of recording level to optimum. AUTO/MANUAL select 
switch included BTwo level meters for well-balanced recording 
with minimal distortion. The level meter for the right channel also 
works as battery check meter in both record and playback modes 
B CUE & REVIEW buttons for activation of temporary fast forward 
and rewind without disengaging playback mode B 3-digit tape 
counter with zero reset button for easy location of the recorded 
program B Noise-free quality performance due to the adoption 
of all silicon transistors and a servo-controlled motor B4 power 
sources: AC, 4 "C" size batteries, rechargeable battery BP-16*, 
and car/boat battery with DCC-127* (*optional accessory) 


Research Makes the Difference 



Seven authorised Norfolk deal^s are glad to give demonstrations, and 
are empowered to give you an exclusive Sony warranty valid everywhere 



















AT A PUBLIC MEETING on Norfolk 
Island on 24 June, 1975, a group of 
Pitcairn descendants and other resid¬ 
ents discussed what submissions should 
be made to a forthcoming Royal 
Commission. They also discussed a 
search that had been made for docu¬ 
ments that would shed light on the 
original rights of the Pitcairners when 
they moved from that island to Nor¬ 
folk nearly 120 years ago. 

Toward the close of the meeting 
Greg Quintal said that he had in his 
possession a collection of old papers 
that might possibly be a help to the 
group. He said that he would be glad 
to make them available. 

The documents — which we call 
"the Quintal Papers" because they have 
been kept by Greg -- have been ex- 


WHEN ONE OPENS the strongbox 
containing the "Quintal Papers" the 
paper lying on top is one typed not 
long ago. It is a poem reading as 
follows: 

JJTERNTT Y_ 

Know then that the world was bom 
From the womb of Ra the sun 
Who was in his turn created 
From the heart of a Greater One 


Even then there was no beginning 
And so will there be no end 
For creation is a master circle 
On which all the stars depend 


And time as you mortals know it 
Is but bom of changeing things 
Formation decay light and shadow 
And fear what the shadow will bring 

So while formation is changeing 
Your spirit is bound within 
And only when your cycle is ended 
Will your life with me begin 

And while you are tied in darkness 
Let love and memory be thine 
Then although in some other form 
You will know me from time to time 


Dear mortal depart on your journey 
or my spirit is weak for thee 
Know I will always be longing 
For the time that you are free 


Greg Quintal says that this and 
other poems were written by Gustav 
Quintal, who also wrote some of the 
now-traditional Norfolk Island hymns. 


aminedby the legal advisor to the 
group, and will be available to him 
for any use he feels will benefit the 
group's cause during the Royal 
Commission. He has expressed the 
opinion that publication of some of 
the documents by the Norfolk Island 
News will, if anything, aid in the 
effort of bringing out all meaning¬ 
ful facts for consideration by the 
Royal Commission. 

Greg relates that the papers are 
some, among many, that over the 
years were removed from Norfolk 
Island by various people, including 
visitors who seemed well-meaning 
or important, short-term residents 
who left taking borrowed documents 
with them, or in other ways lost 
(at least temporarily) to Norfolk. 

This collection was some years 
ago in the hands of Greg's sister. 


Next comes an original letter from 
the Librarian of the Parliament of 
the Commonwealth, dated 2 Decem¬ 
ber 1937, addressed to A.W. Thomas, 
Esq., Ghost Corner, Norfolk Island, 
concerning care of old papers. It 
reads: 

Dear Sir, 

In reply to your letter of the 24th 
November I find that your enquiries 
are of a highly technical character 
and it is very difficult to give you 
the information you desire without 
seeing the actual letters, etc. 

If the letters are written in pencil 
they should certainly be treated to 
protect the writing. A cellulose spray 
would be quite effective as long as 
you use clear cellulose. The usual 
process is to brush lightly with a thin 
solution of shellac and methylated 
spirits. Anything written in ink is 
not worth treating from the stand¬ 
point of trying to preserve, the ink 
for there would be no further fading 
if exposed to strong light. 

Documents or letters where the 
paper is falling to pieces should be re¬ 
inforced, and the most satisfactory 
method is to cover the whole doc¬ 
ument either on one or both sides. 
There is a special preparation known 
as Japanese tissue. It is a very fine¬ 
ly woven gauze like butter muslin 
but very much finer and more trans¬ 
parent. I am afraid, however, that 
you will not be able to obtain it in 
Australia. As far as I know it is only 
manufactured and sold in America. 

I would suggest that your best plan 


living in New Zealand at the time. 

On a holiday Greg had arranged for 
his mother and himself in New 
Zealand, .^Greg's mother asked if 
the sister would give the documents 
to Greg. "They belong to the Island,' 
she said. 

Greg makes no claim that all the 
documents belong to him. But he 
has seen other documents "disappear", 
over the years, and for the time 
being he is safeguarding these. 

Readers of the News will be indebt¬ 
ed to Greg for his kindness in allow¬ 
ing some of the papers to be re¬ 
published. If the facts and ideas they 
contain help Norfolk Island to 
achieve what it justly deserves, or 
even if they merely help keep alive 
a respect and memory of the tradition 
of the Pitcairners, we believe good 
purposes will have been served. 


would be to send your material to 
Sydney and have it photostated. This 
is not expensive - the cost might be 
i/6d. a page and the photostat would 
bring up the faded writing. You can 
also have the photostats made larger 
than the originals and make reading 
more easy. The photostat would 
provide a negative which could be 
read, but I would suggest that you 
get a positive as well. The extra 
cost is only small. 

Yours faithfully, 

KENNETH BINNS (?) 

Librarian. 

* * * * * 

Here is a typewritten copy (date 
of copying not known , though from 
the appearance of the paper it would 
have been about 1930) written to 
Governor Sir W. Denison by Right 
Hon. H. Labouchere, Downing Street, 
on June 27 1856: 

Sir, 

I transmit to you, enclosed, an 
order which has been made by the 
Queen in Council, under date of the 
24th instant, for separating Norfolk 
Island from the colony of Tasmania, 
for erecting the island into a separ¬ 
ate and distinct colony, and for con¬ 
stituting the Governor for the time 
being of New South Wales to be 
Governor of the new Colony. 

I likewise transmit to you Her 
Majesty's instructions, under the 
Royal Sign Manual and Signet, for 
the guidance of your conduct in 
administering the affairs of Norfolk 
Island. 

I could have wished that it had, at 













the same time, been practicable to 
re-unite the island with the See of 
Sydney. But as this cannot be 
legally effected without the sanction 
of the Legislature, I shall defer 
bringing the subject under the con¬ 
sideration of Parliament until I hear 
from you that you consider that change 
to be requisite. 

Measures are in progress for forward¬ 
ing a Public Seal for Norfolk Island, 
but it cannot be forwarded at this 
pport unity. 

# p * * * 

Here is a typewritten copy (date of 
copying not known, but from the 
paper’s being sewn in with other copies 
dated, probably after 1935) of a de¬ 
claration by Thomas Buffett and 
obviously made not many years after 
the removal from Pitcairn to Norfolk: 

We the undersigned Elders of the 
Comnty of N.I. and Emigrants from 
Pit. I do hereby declare that nego* 
tiations were entered into by us & 
others with Lieut Gregorie & others 
agents of the Crown for the Removal 
of the Pit. I to N.I. that at a Public 
Meeting held on Pit. IS. of all the 
inhabitants previous to leaving the 
said Island Lieut Gregorie read a 
letter stating that the whole of N 
Island with the exception of a few 
acres would be granted to us & our 
children & that this offer held oust 
to us was the principal inducement 
of all the inhab.. ? emigrating to 
N.I. 

That we have from since for the last 
40 years made our own Laws & 
Regulations for the dealing with the 
lands on N.I. and that all the Govern¬ 
ors of N.I. have acknledge d eeded 
that right to us- 

That as a further inducement held out 
to us we were promised that we are to 
govern ourselves on N.I. in the same 
manner as we were when residing on 
Pit. I. by the election of our own 
C. M. &,Councillors &c. as shown by 
an order in Council dated 24 day of 
June 1856. 

That the inhabitants of P.I. left that 
island with the full understanding 
that on our arrival at N.I. we should 
be granted other houses, & live stock 
in lieu of those left behind on P.I. and 
in consequence of that promise the 
horses with certain stock were divided 
among the emigrants on their arrival 
on N.I. in June 1856- 
That the sheep was & certain quantity 
of cattle & horses were reserved for 
Public Purposes, and by degrees sold 
& turned into cash in order to create 
(with private sums of money subscribed 
by friends) a fund the interest on which 
may be sufficient to pay the necessary 
public expenses of the Island 
That this sum is now in the hands of 
Trustees 

That we in accordance to promises 
made to us - drew lots for the houses 


on Norfolk Island with the keys thereof 
and all the stock running on the Island 
and all documents of title to the Island 
by Mr Stewart who had chg of N.I. in 
the presence of Mr(..?) the Islanders 
were handed to the then Chief 
Magistrate for & on behalf of the Pit 
i Is. and for the last 40 Years we have 
; enjoyed those rights & priviledges. 

That we respectfully assert our 
claims to N.I. and to request as the 
Queen's representative to give your 
support for the maintaining of our 
rights & privileges and to frustrate 
any attempt on the part of others to 
deprive us of those rights & privi leges- 
That after the recept of the letter 
from Troup Nicholas & after the 
visit of Admiral Moresby the in¬ 
habitants viewed with more favour 
the idea of emigration to N.I. 

That the whole population left P.I. 
and that each family left land & 
houses behind them under the prom¬ 
ises made to them, that the whole 
of N.I. with the exception of 700 
acres were given as a donation to 
the Pit & their descendants that houses 
cattle and sheep were to be left on 
the island for them in lieu of those 
left behind on Pit. Is. 

That Mr Stewart & Lieut Gregorie 
handed, the Island, the keys of the 
houses the stock & horses Documents 

and every (-?) article on the 

Island to Mr F. Young the then Chief 
Magistrate of the Island on behalf & 
for the use & benefit of the inhab¬ 
itants of Pit. I. and their dis cant, 
and that for some years the Keys of 
the houses were in the possession of 
C.M. 

That L. Gregorie under his instructions 
ordered the whole Island to be div¬ 
ided into 32 shares so that each family 
may receive one share- 
At a Public meeting Mr. Gregorie 
being present held for that purpose 
it was decided that the Island was to 
be surveyed into 50 acre allots, each 
family to have one allot- and as 
couple marries they were to have a 
grant for 50 acres. This area was 
subsequently reduced by the inhab¬ 
itants & sanctioned by the Gov. to 
25 acres for each couple 
That I was C. M. of N.I. during the 
years 1860 & 1861 and that during my 
term of office I have dealt with the 
affairs of the Island as the inhabitants 
directed me at their Public meetings. 
That the houses were always consider¬ 
ed the property of the occupiers, the 
house on my allott was originally 
drawn by M.C. MacCoy, I had to 
buy the house from him 
That we have always made our own 
Laws as promised to us before we 
left Pit. Is. 

(Signature on the back of this 
last sheet). THOMAS BUFFETT 


(The ’’Quintal Papers” to be con¬ 
tinued.) 


"News" MINI-ADS 


Help ironing? 

$5 to iron part of family 
i wash weekly, pick up and 

| do at home or come hours 

; suiting you. Write ’’Helper” \ 

: B ox 94, N.I. _ j 

Manageress 

Senior salary for an expert in ! 

shorthand-typing, machine j 

; book-keeping, accounts, j 

« banking and general staff \ 

j supervision. Apply W.J. j 

; Lackey, McIntyres, 2123 j 


| Garpenters i 

! $3 per hr, 50 hrs per week. 

| See John Peters at New Works 
j Depot behind Radio Station j 

j New Cascade Road. 

Able to paint? 

Interior painting needed. 
Professional not necessary, 
but must be caring, dependable. 
Address ”Willing” Box 94 N.I. 


TWO MISUNDERSTANDINGS 
CORRECTED 

TWO MISLEADING IDEAS, 
rising from the paid advertisements 
placed in Australia, New Zealand 
and Norfolk describing the Royal 
Commission procedures, should be 
corrected. 

Overseas and in some local 
versions of the advertisement, it is 
stated that all communications and 
submissions to the Commission 
should be sent to the Secretary in 
Canberra. 

It is obviously ridiculous for 
people on Norfolk to follow this' 
instruction, although it makes 
sense for people elsewhere. 

The Secretary of the Commission 
has confirmed to the Administrator 
by telephone that people on 
Norfolk may make submissions 
directly to the Commission here on 
the Island, and that communications 
from residents can be addressed to 
the Commission at Kingston. 

The second misunderstanding was 
that any submissions must be 
mentioned to the Commission by 
June 30. That date was set as a 
desirable one, to help the 
Commission get its proceedings 
organised. Submissions and 
information will continue to be 
welcome for some time. But 
don’t leave it too long; when the 
flow of witnesses and information 
dries up, the Commission will come 
to a close, and you will have lost 
your chance. 
















LIVING 


"DISRAELI IN LOVE" 


Norfol 


CHOKE IN HORSES 

CHOKE IS AN OBSTRUCTION of 
the oesophagus by food or foreign 
bodies. Horses choke most 
frequently on greedily eaten dry 
grain, and less often on ears of 
corn, potatoes or a bolus of hay. 
There have been a few cases of 
greedily eaten horse pellets - and 
it has been found best to dampen 
the pellets before feeding, or feed 
them mixed with damp bran. 

Greedy eaters are more liable,to 
choke if fed in a deep, narrow 
maugcr. 

The affected animal suddenly 
stops eating, becomes anxious and 
moves his ears back and forth. 

The head is drawn down, the neck 
is arched and violent retching 
occurs. Salivation is profuse, and 
food and saliva are regurgitated 
through the nostrils. Coughing 
is pronounced, and the animal may 
paw at the ground, get up and 
down, and show other signs of 
distress. Milk runs from the nose 
of nursing foals attempting to 
swallow. 

Obstructions from grain, hay or 
pellets tend to resolve spontaneously 
as the mass is softened by saliva. 

The course may be a few hours to 
several days, however, and there is 
a risk of secondary troubles setting 
in if the choke lasts for long. 
Inhalation pneumonia may occur 
if fluids are used carelessly in 
treatment. 

In the horse, hasty procedures 
are to be avoided. First gently 
massage the throat with a downward 
movement from the top of the 
throat; this may help to break up 
the lump. Allow access to water, 
but not to food. If this first aid 
procedure doesn’t get results, an 
injection of Isaverin will usually 
result in spontaneous recovery. 
Isaverin relieves the pain and 
controls the spasms, and it's a 
good idea to give the animal an 
injection as soon as possible, as 
choke is a most distressing sight 
and tends to worry the owner as 
much as the horse. Isaverin is 
also used in colic. 

The above applies to choke 
caused by grain, pellets, etc. 

Larger masses or foreign bodies 
require more careful treatment, 
though the injection is still used 
for relief, and is the first action 
to take. 

JOHN RYVES. 


A LITTLE CHAT ---- 

with Helen 

Among the many vegetables and 
fruits for which we can thank the 
Central American Indians of some 
4 to 5000 years ago is the pineapple 
which was cultivated originally in 
the Carribean region. Their plants 
must have been fine speciments 
for not only were they grown for 
fruit but were also used in the 
manner of barbed wire entangle¬ 
ments surrounding villages. 

Columbus discovered them in 
-1493 on Guadaloupe Island and 
it was not long before they were 
gracing the tables of the great 
houses of Europe. Wealthy 
Europeans frequently grew them 
in glasshouses. 

. After a time the pineapple 
became a symbol of hospitality 
and can be found in the designs 
of silversmiths, potters and wood- 
carvers. 

Now let us look at some ways in 
which we can enjoy them. 

POCKET STEAK WITH PINE¬ 
APPLE^ 

6 slices pineapple 

lbs to 31b. topside steak 
2 tablespoons plain flour 
2 " butter 

li cups stock (beef cubes may be 
used) 

2 cups herbea breadcrumb 

stuffing 

3 onions sliced 
2 cloves garlic 

Chop one slice of pineapple finely 
and add to breadcrumb stuffing. 

Cut a large pocket in steak and 
fill with stuffing. Close pocket 
with skewers. Rub steak with 
plain flour and a crushed garlic 
clove, then fry until well 
browned in butter. Place in a 
casserole with sliced onions, 
crushed garlic and stock, cover 
and cook in a slow oven until 
steak is tender. Thicken gravy 
with cornflour- 

Brown the remaining pineapple 
slices and serve with the steak. 

A touch of curry in the gravy 
makes the dish even more 
exciting. 

Serves 6. 


by Maurice Edelman 

ON THE SAME PRINCIPLE as 
setting a thief to catch a thief, it 
may be said that it takes a Jew to 
write about a Jew. In this, 

Maurice Edelman has succeeded 
brilliantly in his "Disraeli in Love, " 
a novel describing an episode in the 
life of Disraeli in his late twenties 
and early thirties when he had a 
long-standing affair with a married 
woman with several children. 

Though this is the central theme 
on which the story hangs together, 
it cleverly evokes the spirit of the 
times with vast masses of grindingly 
poor unemployed, a wealthy 
aristocracy, gin at a penny a glass 
and a Parliament where corruption 
and place-giving still managed to 
produce a body of men able to vote 
for such progressive legislation as 
Catholic Emancipation, Repeal of 
the Corn Laws and the Reform Bill, 
all within the space of ten years. 

In fact until Disraeli was well 
into his twenties, Jews were not 
allowed to sit in Parliament. 

The fact that he was Jewish, of 
no great family, a novelist and 
a poseur made it all the more 
remarkable that he came even¬ 
tually to lead the party of 
reaction that had at one time 
been presided over by Lord 
Liverpool and the Duke of 
Wellington, neither of them 
renowned for their liveral views. 

One would have thought it far 
more to his nature to have joined 
the Whigs and thrown in hs hand 
with Russell, Melbourne and 
Palmerston. As it was he served 
his apprenticeship with Peel and 
Derby and finally reached the 
top of the greasy pole on the 
retirement of the latter. 

Had he lived in the present 
century he would probably 
have done the same, as he was 
far too intelligent not to have 
seen through the chicanery of 
the modern Socialist movement. 
Along with every other sensible 
person he would have believed 
that a Labour party was fine to 
keep the Conservative, Liberal and 
right-wing parties on their toes 
whilst in office, but as an 
alternative government they are 
ridiculous, having neither 
dignity in themselves nor the confid¬ 
ence of the people. 

HENRY SMITH. 











Here's what the Royal Commission wants to learn about - for starters 


THE TERMS of reference for the 
Royal Commission are clearly 
written and may seem simple. 

For the staff of the Commission, 
they won’t be simple at all. Each 
one will be sub-divided into 
smaller pigeon-holes. 

These sub-divisions are known now 
as ”index headings”, but can be 
taken as a guide to the'questioning 
and cross-examination that may 
take place at Commission hearings. 

More than any information made 
available so far, they give a clue 
to the initial structure of the 
Commission’s approach to the 
enquiry. 

They could change as evidence 
comes forth, or as residents put 
views that don’t fit conveniently 
into the initial breakdown. 

The ’’index headings” at this 
stage are: 

HISTORY: General; Constitutional. 

RESIDENTS: Who are; Term of 
residence; Occupation or business; 
Origin; Country of Allegiance; Land 
interests; Organisations of which 
a member; wishes re terms of 
reference 1 and 2. 

POPULATION: Past; Present; 
Projected. 

PITCAIRNER DESCENDANTS: 

Who are; What they believe are 
historical rights; Case in favour 
of historical rights; Laws favouring 
Pitcairners; Life style - past; Life 
style - present; Terms of reference 
1 and 2 . 

LAND: Ownership; Other 
interests in; Registration; Usage; 
Transfer; Subdivision. 

LEGAL RELATIONSHIP to 
Australia: Territory like ACT & 
N.T.; Imperial Order in Council 
only Australian authority; 
International law; Nationality of 
residents. 

ECONOMY: Present - exports; 
Present - imports; Present - 
tourism; Present - agriculture; 

Present - horticulture; Present - 
fishing. 

ACTIVITIES harmful to 
Australia or other countries: 

Income Tax Avoidance — 
history. Extent, Benefit to Norfolk 
Island, Detriment to 'Australia. 

Gift duty avoidance -- History, 
Extent, Benefit to Norfolk, Detriment 
:o Australia. 

Death duty avoidance — History, 
Extent, Benefit to Norfolk, 

Detriment to Australia. 

Other tax avoidance -- History, 
Extent, Benefit to Norfolk, 


Detriment to Australia. 

Other countries whose interests 
are harmed. 

Any' activities other than tax 
avoidance harmful . 

PERMANENT ENTRY : Present 
conditions. Complaints re present 
conditions. Practicable variations. 

COMMUNICATIONS with 
Australia and elsewhere: 

Air Present, Adequate, Improved 
and cost. 

Shipping Present, Adequate, 
Improved and cost. 

Cable Present, Adequate, 
Improved and cost. 

Radio Present, Adequate, 
Improved and cost. 

Telephone Present, Adequate, 
Improved and cost. 

, Newspapers Present, Adequate, 
Improved and cost. 

Postal Present, Adequate, 
Improved and cost. * 

LAW ENFORCEMENT machinery: 
Detection; courts; correction; 
Improvement thereof and costs. 

ECONOMY, FUTURE: 
forestry ; Animal husbandry; 
’’Duty-free shopping”; Commerce; 
Building; Other; Self-sufficiency; 
Public Services. 

PUBLIC BENEFITS available 
presently: Social security; Health; 
Education; Compensation; Other; 
Hardship; Wishes of residents 
regarding public benefits; 
residents’ assessment of capacity 
to pay for more; Willingness of 
residents to pay for more. 

REVENUE REQUIRED: to 
provide benefits at Australian level' 
Social security; Health; Education; 
Compensation; Other. 

RAISING EXTRA REVENUE: 
Customs; Income tax; Rates; Sales 
tax; Liquor; Company registration 
fees; Sale of stamps; other. 

PUBLIC STRUCTURE LOCALLY: 
Norfolk Island Council; 
Administration; Council 
Committees; Statutory boards; 
Administrative branches. 

PUBLIC SERVICES: 

Water Present; Adequacy; cost 
of Improvement. 

Sewerage Present; Adequacy; 
cost of Improvement. 

Lighterage Present; Adequacy; 
cost of Improvement. 

Electricity Present; Adequacy; 
cost of Improvement. 

A irport Present: Adequacy; 
cost of improvement. 

Meteorology present: Adequacy; 
cost of improvement. 


Archives present; Adequacy: 
cost of improvement. 

Roads Present; Adequacy; 
cost of improvement. 

Internal communications : 
Present; Adequacy; Cost of 
improvement. 

Maintenance of Buildings : 

Present; Adequacy; Cost of 
improvement. 

Garbage : Present; Adequacy; 
cost of improvement. 

Drainage; Present; Adequacy; 
cost of improvement. 

Fire brigade : Present, Adequacy; 
Cost of improvement. 

Hospital : Present, Adequacy; 

Cost of Improvement. 

Dental : Present, Adequacy; 

Cost of Improvement. 

Schools : Present, Adequacy; 

Cost of Improvement. 

WITNESSES 

EXHIBITS 

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED: 

Reports of Henry Wilkinson, 

27th January and 20th August, 

1885 (Papers relating to H. M. 
Colonial Possessions 1883-85); 
Reports of Charles Oliver and 
J. H. Carrutuers 1896 (Papers 
relating to H. M. Colonial 
Possessions 1883-85); Reports 
of Alexander Oliver 1904 and 
Supplementary report of W. 

Houston and J. L. Watkins 1905 
(Sydney; Government Printer 
1906); Report of Alice Hunt 
1914 (Memorandum relating to 
Norfolk Island Melbourne; 
Government Printer 1914) 

Report of F. Whysall 1926 
(One copy in custody); ’’The 
Conservation of Norfolk Island” 
by Australian Conservation 

Foundation 1968. 

^ * * * * « 

Request Department to advise 
background of commissioning 
following reports and happenings 
after their presentation -- (1) 
Westerman Report April 1968; 

(II) Coldham Report June 1972; 

(III) Butland Report March 1974; 

(iv) Fauna Report July 1974; 

(v) Weir Report Oct. Nov. 1974; 

(vi) Any like reports of recent 
years not mentioned. 

What tax (federal or state) is 
paid upon goods produced in 
Australia and exported to 
Norfolk Island. 

Copies of Territory of Norfolk 
Island Annual Report for last 
twenty years. 
































Social news 

EDITED BY WENDY McGUINNESS 


Even the ladies heard 
how to make a radio... 

take a small piece of plumbing 
pipe (the plastic kind) a plastic 
bag, a piece of paper about 2" 
wide written all over with pencil, 
some copper wire, 1 small diode, 
a few small screws, about a foot 
of plain fine wire, and an ear 
plug, a piece of plain cardboard 
and two small strips of aluminium 
foil. That's all you need and if 
you see Marty Griffin he'll tell 
you how to turn it into a radio 
receiver capable of picking up 
our local radio. 

This construction exercise was 
the project of the Electronics and 
Hobbies Club last week when they 
met on Monday and Wednesday 
at the school, and is one of the 
many lectures and projects to be 
delivered by Marty and his club 
in the coming year. They intend 
in the near future to build a more 
complicated radio and an amp¬ 
lifier and also to undertake 
repairs to locally owned electronic 
equipment. Proceeds from this 
venture will be used to finance 
future projects, such as a 
television receiver for Norfolk 
Island. 

The Club has 48 members and 5 
of them are women, which is very 


surprising, I have never met a woman 
who knew the slightest thing about 
electronics. To find 5 of them on 
this tiny Island is really remarkable. 

Anybody wishing to join Marty 
and his team are requested to go 
along to the school on Monday or 
Wednesday night at 7.30 p.m. or 
contact Marty C/- Box 409, N.I. 


MRS. BERYL LACKEY has joined 
the staff of Radio Norfolk, helping 
to fill the gap created by the 
departure of Colin Richardson two 
weeks ago. 

Beryl's pleasant voice first went 
out over the airwaves Friday 
morning. 

"No, I've never done this sort 
of thing before and I'm shaking," 
said Beryl across the barn-door 
of VL-2-NI between records. 

But she obviously liked it, as 
did listeners. 


FRIDAY 4TH JULY is the change¬ 
over dinner for the local branch of 
Rotary when outgoing President 
Bryan Nunn hands over his chain of 
office to incoming President Geoff 
Bennett. 

The dinner will be held at the 
South Pacific Hotel with 110 members 
and guests present. Any Rotarians 
visiting the Island who would like 
to attend are requested to contact 
Gary Robertson at the Bazaar by 
Thursday, 3rd July. 


MISS KATHLEEN SMITH 
of Quality Row, Kingston 
entertained about 12 
guests at a party in 
honour of her 5th Birth¬ 
day on Saturday the 28th 
June at 1 p. m. An 
absolutely marvellous 
time was had by all. 

Pictured from left to 
right Back Row: Ruth 
Berriman, Kathleen, 

Zoe Lackey, Manui 
Hart, Scott Cree. 

Front Row: Ann Berri¬ 
man, Caity McGuinness. 



THE NORFOLK ISLAND SQUASH 
CLUB 

Will hold a social night tonight, 
with play beginning at 7.30 p.m. 
There will be a social gathering 
afterwards, with supper provided. 
All members are invited. 


CONGRATULATIONS to Julie-Anne 
Bunker, 3rd form student and 
daughter of Nancy and Cec Bunker, 
who has been awarded a trip to 
Sydney for one week as a quest of 
the Education Department's 
Correspondence School. Julie 
has been studying advance Mathe¬ 
matics by correspondence in con¬ 
junction with her 3rd form studies 
at our local school. 

She has gained such distinction 
with her maths papers that she has 



JULIE-ANNE BUNKER 

been chosen as one of 5 top students 
from schools all over Australia 
who represent their school during 
Education Week in Sydney. 

When one considers the thousands 
of children studying by corres¬ 
pondence in Australia, to be 
selected as one of the top 5 in a 
subject as difficult as maths is 
no mean feat. 

While in Sydney Julie-Anne will 
be billeted with a fellow student 
of a school in the inner city area, 
and will meet the correspondence 
teacher who sets and corrects her 
papers; she will also take part 
in excursions arranged for 
education week. 

Departure date is the 9th August 
and Julie is very excited and 












Friday 

Exchange Rates 
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6ztte Digs! 

No. 28 - 26/6/75 ' 


Council meets 2/7/75 2p.m. 

Agenda: Submission to Royal 
Commission; Minister's statement 
on Qrown lands policy; Extension 
of Of'l Sec'ys appointment; 

Secretary for Council; Draft liquor 
ordinance; Road sealing programme 
*75/6; Play centre as part of 
education; Obtaining basalt for 
crushing; Health services report 
from D. Kruger; Park in Mt. Pitt 
reserve; Police staffing; N*I, 
correctional services report from 
H.G. Weir; L. P.G. customs 
amendment; Compulsory Hirecar 
insurance; Anson Bay, Middlegate 
subdivisions; Council visit to Aust.; 
National Parks & Wildlife conserv¬ 
ation Act 1975. 

Nelo Pesavento authorised to 
conduct surveys. 

Used furniture for sale at Works 
depot. 

Companies struck off register 
25/6/757 Aust. International 
Investments; Aust. International 
Management; C & A Investments; 
Corsair; Duvbar; Dianne Enterprises; 
Highcastle (Constructions), (Enter¬ 
prises), (Industries) and (Investments); 
Hill; Hollow; Jackson; Koala 
(Properties); McArthur Holdings; 
Pacific Fund Sales; Penelope 
Enterprises; Rodlan Holdings; Rumpel; 
Tudor Construction Company (NI); 
Vatch House; — all Ltd. 

Ada Diana Amy Forsyth now legal 
name of former Ada Amy Forsyth. 
Berphil Ltd and St. Mary's 
Colonial Ltd have held necessary 
meetings, are wound up and will 
hold general meetings 30/7/75. 
Telephone rentals increased: 
private now $5fT7>. a., business 
$132, 2.6 switch $55 p.a. 



Commerce 


CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP 
BACKS ROY.CMN. DRAFT 

THE CHAMBER of Commerce 
membership met until after mid¬ 
night last Monday to discuss the 
skeleton draft submission to the 
Royal Commission. 

With some modifications, it was 
unanimously approved. 

The membership backed off the 
idea of Norfolk's being a "Protect¬ 
orate, " as reported in last week's 
News. They preferred its 
becoming "self-governing, with 
the co-operation and assistance of 
Australia.", 

They also wanted a more positive 
statement on Norfolk's present 
position. Rather than asking the 
question "Is Norfolk a Territory?", 
as the draft had it, they voted to 
say "We do not accept that 
Norfolk Island is a Territory of 
Australia." 

The remaining alterations were 
matters of fine-tuning the word¬ 
ing of the draft. 

The two Norfolk Island 
Councillors appointed to liase 
with the Chamber, Cr. John 
Ryves and Cr. Bill Blucher, 
attended the meeting. 

The President of the Chamber 
reported that had he had talked 
with N. H. McIntyre to see if he 
were willing to represent the 
Chamber in connection with the 
Royal Commission, and that Mr. 
McIntyre would be willing if 
asked. 


Bug Zapping Goes Well 

MANY NORFOLK BUSINESSES 
have failed over the years, and 
perhaps "thinking big" has been 
one cause of their downfall. 

Some currently successful 
businesses are based on thinking 
little. 

Les Semple is doing pretty well 
thinking little — and thinking about 
little problems: ants, cockroaches 
and spiders, to be specific. 

Last year his father got onto a 
line of Swiss chemicals that 
brought bugs under control at the 
family rental flats. The chemicals 
worked not only for the Semple 
pests, but for those at some 
friends' homes. 

Les now offers pest control 
services on an annual basis. He’ll 
come spray for whatever is 


troubling you, with a once-a- 
quarter visit thereafter. If bugs 
re-appear in between visits, he 
undertakes to come zap them in 
the same annual fee. * 

Charges vary according to the 
size of the place being treated, 
its age (old places are likely to be 
worse affected than new ones), 
difficulty of access and other aspects. 
About $50 a year would be 
minimum charge, and large 
premises can go well into the 
hundreds. 

The business has now developed a 
regular customer list of several 
dozen, the main problem, according 
to Les , being to find time to handle 
new enquiries. "It's only a part-time 
thing," he says, "but it earns some 
pocket money." 

The "News" offices harboured a 
Guiness Book of Records - size 
infestation of ants, and now finds 
itself quite free of them, having 
found a semple answer to the 
prob le m . 

Construction Dampened 

Unusually boggy conditions 
following repeated heavy rain- 
showers have made construction 
conditions difficult. 

The chief of construction at the 
new works depot being built in New 
Cascade Rd. reports that no brick¬ 
laying had been possible throughout 
last week. 

Despite the hold-up, he says the 
depot should be complete in time 
for occupation before the end of the 
year. 

AIR CARGO POSITION 

Friday afternoon the Qantas - 
Air New Zealand office received 
telexes on the end-of-week air 
cargo position in Sydney and 
Auckland, which was favourable. 

Both cities reported that cargo 
awaiting shipment was able to be 
lifted in a single flight. 

With the local weather having 
improved yesterday morning, ship¬ 
ments from Sydney and Auckland 
should be on a current basis as this 
week begins. 
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CCC SHIPPING NEWS 


THE ”PORT DE FRANCE” is at 
present berthed at 1 Walsh Bay in 
Sydney, and is due to commence 
loading cargo for Norfolk Island 
today, Monday 30th June, 1975. 

The vessel will be sailing direct 
to Norfolk Island this voyage as 
Lord Howe Island has been 
serviced by the ”Ile de Lumiere." 

Following discharge at Norfolk 
Island, the ”Port de France” will 
continue to Onehunga to load cargo 
for a direct Onehunga/Norfolk 
Island service, due to arrive at 
Norfolk Island on July 14th. 

The ’’Port de France” is now under 
the command of Captain Pierre 
Lafitte, who has replaced Captain 
Daniel Norin. Captain Lafitte 
was formerly with Sofrana Unilines 
and Captain Norin has taken over the 
command'of our ”sister ship” the 
"lie de Lumiere.” 



"PORT de FRANCE" NORFOLK ISLAND SCHEDULE 

Voyage 51 due depart Sydney 3rd July 
due arrive Norfolk 6th July 
due depart Norfolk 8th July 
due arrive Auckland 10th July 
Voyage 52 due depart Sydney 30th July 
due arrive Norfolk 3rd August 
due depart Norfolk 5th August 
due arrive Auckland 7th August 


CCC's AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND ARE 

South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 

BOX 51 NORFOLK ISLAND SOUTH PACIFIC 2899 CABLES SHIPPING' NORFOLK ISLAND TEL.2018 


[N NEW ZEALAND have your supplier ring CCC’s agents 
in Auckland; Maritime Services Ltd. - - Phone 75509 


IN AUSTRALIA have your supplier ring CCC’s agents in 
Sydney; Hetherington Kingsbury P/L, Phone 27.1671 




SPORTS 


UNITED EASY 

Williams; Burke, Stables and Aafjes 
- and 'U ld Piaster 1 Ander son - Romp 

Jap Scores the Blues’ Only Points 


FOLLOWING A MINUTES silence 
in respect for the sudden passing of 
Theo Snell, Greens kicked off 
against Longridge in bright sunshine 
on a ground softened by recent heavy 
rain. Good conditions for football. 

Early in the game, Greens held a 
strong territorial advantage but poor 
handling saw several scoring chances 
go astray, as did the few chances 
Blues had. The first score of the 
match didn't come for 25 minutes. 
Greens won a scrum in the Blues 
quarter, worked their backline and 
after a tackle Peter Williams cross¬ 
ed to complete a good movement. 
Skeet Anderson made no mistake 
with the conversion and goaled 
shortly after from a penalty to put 
United ahead 7-0. 

The football in the first half of 
the match was even, but not over 
exciting. Greens had more of the 
match territorially, but lacked 
finish for several fine passing move¬ 
ments. Blues also didn’t make the 
most of their fewer opportunities. 
Defence on both sides was strong. 

Early in the second half, Blues 
appeared to come out with renewed 
vigour and exerted pressure on the 
Greens' defence, but Greens gained 
possession at crucial times to re¬ 
lieve this pressure. From a penalty, 
Greens went right on to the attack 
and Peter Poole, who was showing 
up in attack for Greens, scored 
United’s second try after 8 minutes 
of the half. Anderson's conversion 
had United further ahead 12-nil. 

Blues followed this with some close 
chances and scored the best try of 
the match with a sweeping backline 


movement which put Jap Menghetti 
over. Cooper's conversion attempt 
from wide out hit the post. From 
this point in the match, United hit 
their straps and raced away to record 
a convincing 38 to 3 win. In this 
form, when in full flight, this United 
team presents a very polished com¬ 
bination with a good balance of skill 
and strength. 

It is difficult to single out players 
for mention, but Mick Williams 
(2 tries), Les Burke (3 tries). Bill 
Stables and Michael Aaf jes along 
with the "Old Master” Skeet Ander¬ 
son - all had very strong games for 
United. Nicky & Shane Quintal 
both gave polished displays and 
Spuddy Douran really had a go with 
every chance that came his way. 

For Blues, Jap Menghetti, Cooper 
and David Sanders all played well 
and the Blues did have a few 
players out, so don’t write them off 
yet. They'll be back. 

Despite all these good team and 
individual performances, the out¬ 
standing player on the day, and a 
very just winner of the Player of the 
Day Award was Peter Poole; he was 
in almost every United attacking 
movement and continually made 
good breaks. He proved a good link 
to supports and defended well. 

All in all, not a brilliant game 
of football, but the good crowd must 
appreciate the fine way United is 
playing at the moment. 

United 38 (Burke 3, Mick Williams 2, 
Peter Williams, Poole, Stables tries; 
Anderson 7 goals) 

defeated Longridge 3 (Jap Menghetti 
try). 


THE NEWSVsport coverage is bob¬ 
tailed this week because Roger 
Newman had a sudden chance to 
get away on holiday. He is expect¬ 
ed to be away for two more weeks. 

We're indebted to a modest foot¬ 
ball watcher for the account of yester¬ 
day's game. 


Any volunteer sports editors for 
the next fortnight? All that’s needed 
is a reasonable degree of fairness to 
both sides, a real interest in sports, 
and a couple of hours work Sunday 
early evening. Contact the News 
if you’re interested. 


LETTER 


This is an initial inquiry into the 
availability of undeveloped, aband¬ 
oned, or slightly developed acerage 
on any of the South Sea Islands with 
which you may be familiar. 

My family and I are seeking a 
minimum five acre parcel, the 
maximum number of aci?s being 
dependent upon diverse circumstances 
such as rates of taxation, cost per 
acre, maintenance, general 
availability, etc., 

Our purposes, which are non¬ 
commercial in nature, and will 
hopefully include year-round use of 
this land, demand reasonably fertile 
soil on a minimum of five acres. 
Please include any soil analysis 
reports, along with descriptions of 
vegetation and timber character¬ 
istics available for any prospective 
properties. Also a constant supply 
of potable water, readily available 
on the property, is a definite must. 
Please submit any water quality and 
availability reports on hand for the 
properties. 

We also desire seclusion, but at 
this time own neither a boat or 
plane and would therefore be 
dependent on some form of regular 
or semi-regular public or contract 
transport. Please include 
information on genral land sea and 
air access and specific access to the 
properties themselves. 

Our preference is for a less humid 
climate with under 80-90 inches of 
annual rainfall. Please include 
this information, as well as any 
unusual reoccuring weather conditions 
such as floods, hurricanes, earthquak 
mudslides, fire danger, volcanic 
activity, tidal waves, et al., for 
the areas in question. 

Any special features, nuisances, 
proximity to town or neighbors, or 
scheduled or planned developments 
in the area should also be reported. 

Our planned investment at this time 
is U. S. $50, 000, with a widely 
negotiable down payment. 

If you know anything of interest to 
us, please inform us as soon as is 
conveniently possible, including 
information concerning land 
ownership and use laws, as well as 
zoning regulations, taxation rates, 
and financial practices as well as 
any additional information you may 
deem pertinent. 

The first of next year is the hopeful 
date we have set for ourselves for 
finalizing any dealings in this matter 













‘dars Norfolk ’ 


and assuming title to a piece of 
real estate in your area. Although 
distance creates a problem and we 
have* at this time, no concrete 
plans for visiting the South Seas, we 
remain prepared to travel at any 
time to investigate attractive 
possibilities. 

Any advice, information or 
assistence you are able to offer us 
in this endeavour will be seriously 
considered and greatly appreciated. 
If you are unable to help, please 
pass this correspondence on to one 
who might. Our sincere thanks for 
your time and attention, 

Yours truly, 

Bill Williamson & Family, 
California, ILS.A; 


Dear Bill Williamson & Family, 

This is an initial reply to your 
letter 21 May, received just last 
Wednesday. 

There is a lot of undeveloped or 
slightly developed acerage on 
Norfolk Island, which is the South 
Sea Island I am most familiar with. 
There is not very much abandoned 
land although I know of several 
properties'that if the owners had any 
sense they would abandon. Do not 
hold your breath until this happens, 
as these people in my experience 
can hold their land longer than you 
can hold your breath. - 

I do not blame you and your family 
for seeking a minimum five acre 
parcel. That is what a lot of people 
seek, all their lives, and I hope you 
find yours. 

As to year-round use, that is a 
good idea, as I do not know where 
else you can be, if you own a five- 
acre parcel, than tending every one 
of the 100 little bits of 1/20-acre 
that make up a five-acre parcel. 

Non commercial is also a good idea. 
You may have in mind commercial, 
but if so you will do better to regard 
it as non-commercial, because that 
is how it will most likely turn out. 

Our bit land is not available, but if 
it were I couldn’t send you any soil 
analysis reports, as we have been 
meaning to get some made, but 
have not done so yet. As to 
vegetation and timber characteristics, 
I can tell you where the lantana was 
last week, but where it may have got 
by this week I am not sure; there 
were lettuces in the garden but they 
didn’t head, and have pretty well 
gone to seed now; there is other 


vegetation including some lavender, 
which grows about anywhere, and 
some citrus trees we bought off 
Tony Mathys for a fairly high price, 
but that are trying to look like 
kindling wood just now. As to 
timber we have a large number of 
Norfolk pines, some with moss and 
some not, but if anybody starts 
talking about them as timber, rather 
than Norfolk Pines, he’d better clear 
off quickly. 

There is a constant supply of water, 
usually, but its potability depends on 
what you are used to. Alice said 
after Roger glued some plastic 
pipes recently that it tasted like 
some new type of punishment, 
but we poted it all the same. 

As to seclusion, you will get 
plenty of that during the wet 
if you do not have a plane or boat 
of your own. A 4-wheel drive 
vehicle will get you up to about 
Hattersley’s place, but after 
that you have a choice of a long 
muddy walk, or as much seclusion 
as you like until things dry out. As 
to semi-regular public transport, 
yes, we have that, though Qantas 
says it loses money on it. General 
access to the land is very good 
provided the DC4s don’t go on to 
Auckland. Specific access to 
the property is easy, especially 
with the rain recently; just kick 
one foot in the air, at the corner of 
Collins Head ahd Cemetery Roads, 
and let nature take its course -- 
we’ll see you soon afterward, 
heading on your back toward the 
cliff. 

Your preference for a less humid 
climate will depend on how full the 
tank is. When it is full we have 
389 inches of rain. When it is 
empty we have 2 inches p.a. We 
seldom have earthquakes, tidal waves, 
volcanic activity, etc., but we have 
quite a lot of et al. We are having 
some just now , and our area is in 
question. 

You said we should report any 
scheduled or planned developments 
in the area. Well, Travelodge was 
planning a hotel at Kingston, but it 
has gone phut. Frank Watson was 
planning to take my Mini-Moke 
under intensive care last weekend, but 
as it rained the week before he couldn’t 
get other work done and so the Moke 
must wait its turn. Our next-door 
neighbor bar two was planning to get 
his shed cleaned out, but something 
came up at the RSL Friday night and 
this project has also been put back. 


I was scheduled to hang a new gate 
on the front fence, but there weren’t 
any proper fittings on the Island, so the 
gate is still leaning against the fence. 
There are many other developments 
planned, but it may be best to see 
how things gs for a few weeks before 
writing you about them. 

I don’t know quite what to say 
about your planned investment. 
U.S.$50, 000 equals Aust. $38, 000, 
and if you are looking for five 
fertile acres I am afraid Norfolk 
Island is the wrong Island just now. 

As to the widely negotiable down 
payment, however, you are almost 
talking Norfolk; everything is 
widely negotiable here. 

You ask if I know of anything of 
interest to you, and.the answer is* 
that I do, but hesitate to say it 
right out open. I will inform you 
as soon as is conveniently possible, 
but this could be a while, and 
the facts may have changed again 
by then. 

The first of next year is an 
excellent hopeful date for 
finalising any dealings. There are 
many things we ourselves hope to 
have finalised by then, and if all 
is right with the world we will all 
achieve our hopes. But, this 
December being like last December, 
maybe not. There is always 
December ’76. 

I agree distance ’’creates a 
problem, ” ahd perhaps can define 
it for you -- distance=problem=cash. 

But your plans better become concrete. 
There is no good ’’remaining prepared 
to travel at any time” -- you’ve got 
to break the piggy bank, ring up 
Qantas, and get yourself on the 
airplane. 

You did not ask if there were any 
immigration restrictions. There are, 
and I would describe them only 
they are quite impossible to describe 
except in the most general and dis¬ 
couraging way. But of the 3, 000 
million people in the world, more 
or less, a few each year do get 
here, fall in love with the place, 
and somehow find a way to stay. It 
takes imagination, some guts, some 
foolishness, some luck and maybe 
even some intervention by the Lord’s 
Hand, but it happens, and if you’re 
destined to be here we’ll look forward 
to seeing you. You’d better get rid 
of some*of your letter-of-specifications 
ideas, though --on Norfolk you take 
what comes, or what you can find, 
and you actually do like it. Dars 
Norfolk. 




X 


SENDER: 


FIX NORFOLK 
STAMPS HERE 

To Australia 110 
To New Zealand 24 cf 


TO; 
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FOE 


D-BACK HERE 


as agents for yantas and for 
Air New Zealand we’ve al 
ready had the pleasure 
of assisting your ar¬ 
rival at Norfolk, 
we’d like to take 
the next step by 
handing you our 
"Tourist Shopping 
Guide" to Norfolk. 

Gall in for one — we 
are just across from the 
Post Uffice in Burnt Pine. 




Bums 

Philp 
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